Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 
Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 


Monday 


T: 582-7800 
www.arubatoday.com 
facebook.com/arubatoday 
instagram.com/arubatoday 


September 2, 2024 


Illegal voting by noncitizens is rare, yet Republicans are making it a 
major issue this election 


By DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press 
Only U.S. citizens are eligible 
to vote in this fall's election 
for president and other top 
offices. While that is nothing 
new, the potential for nonci- 
tizens to register or vote has 
been receiving a lot of at- 
tention lately. Citing an influx 
of immigrants in recent years 
at the U.S.-Mexico border, 
Republicans have raised 
concerns about the possi- 
bility that noncitizens will be 
voting and they have taken 
steps in numerous states to 
address that prospect, even 
though cases of noncitizens 
actually voting are rare. 
GOP officials have under- 
taken reviews of voter rolls, 
issued 
executive 
orders 
and placed constitutional 
amendments on state bal- 
lots as part of an emphasis 
on thwarting noncitizen vot- 
ing. 


Continued on Page 3 


Luis Gil, a Republican candidate for Franklin County Commissioner in central Ohio, speaks in favor of a constitutional amendment 
on fall ballots that would prohibit noncitizen voting at the Ohio Statehouse in Columbus, Ohio, on, Oct. 6, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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Trump issues statement from Gold Star families defending Arlington 
Cemetery visit and ripping Harris 


By BILL BARROW 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Donald 
Trump's campaign issued a 
statement Sunday from the 
Gold Star military families 
who invited him to Arlington 
National Cemetery as they 
defended the Republican 
presidential nominee and 
insisted that Vice President 
Kamala Harris is the candi- 
date politicizing fallen U.S. 


service members. 
It's the latest volley in an ex- 
tended back and forth as 
Trump tries to saddle Harris 
with the Biden administra- 
tion's handling of the cha- 
otic U.S. withdrawal from Af- 
ghanistan in 2021, including 
a suicide bombing that killed 
13 U.S. service members. 
Harris on Saturday accused 
Trump of staging a "political 
stunt" that "disrespected sa- 


cred ground" where many 
Afghanistan war dead are 
buried. Trump and the fami- 
lies of some of those killed in 
the bombing blame Harris, as 
they did President Joe Biden 
before he ended his reelec- 
tion bid, for their loved ones' 
deaths. The families say the 
former president was honor- 
ing their loved ones when he 
came to Arlington. 
His campaign later distribut- 


ed images of the visit despite 
the cemetery's prohibition 
on partisan activity on the 
grounds. 
"President Trump was invited 
by us, the Gold Star families, 
to attend the solemn cere- 
monies commemorating the 
three-year anniversary of our 
children's deaths," said the 
relatives' joint statement. "He 
was there to honor their sac- 
rifice, yet Vice President Har- 
ris has disgracefully twisted 
this sacred moment into a 
political ploy." 
Gold Star families have lost a 
loved one in military service. 
Trump laid wreaths last Mon- 
day in honor of Sgt. Nicole 
Gee, Staff Sgt. Darin Hoover 
and Staff Sgt. Ryan Knauss. 
They were among 13 U.S. 
service members and more 
than 100 Afghans who died 
in an Aug. 26, 2021, bomb- 
ing at Hamid Karzai Interna- 
tional Airport as U.S. forces 
withdrew from Afghanistan. 
Trump thanked the family 
members for their statement 
via social media. "Thank you 
for saying you wanted me to 
stand with you ... and take 
pictures, that it was your re- 
quest, not mine," he wrote. 
Throughout the weekend, 
Trump has used his social 
media accounts to distrib- 
ute video testimonials from 
some relatives who signed 
the statement. 


Christy 
Shamblin, 
Gee's 
mother-in-law, said in a 
90-second message that 
Trump and his aides were "re- 
spectful" and a "a comfort" 
to the families who gathered 
at Arlington. Then she direct- 
ly addressed her remarks to 
Harris. 
"Why won't you return a call 
and explain how you call my 
daughter-in-law's death a 
success?" Shamblin said. 
"Why would you take a day 
where we celebrated the 
deaths of our loved ones 
and use it to disparage not 
only them, but us." 
Biden and first lady Jill Biden 
went to Dover Air Force Base 
in 2021 for the ceremony 
returning the service mem- 
bers' remains to U.S. soil. The 
Bidens met privately with 
family members at Dover. 
The Bidens were joined at 
the ceremony by several top 
aides in the administration, 
including Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin, then-chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Gen. Mark Milley and Secre- 
tary of State Antony Blinken. 
Shamblin was among the 
several family members who 
also spoke at the Republican 
National Convention in July 
on Trump's behalf. Several 
family members have joined 
Trump's running mate, Sen. 
JD Vance of Ohio, on a con- 
ference call with media.q 


Misty Fuoco, left, sister of Nicole Gee, and Republican 
presidential nominee former President Donald Trump place their 
hands over their heart after placing a wreath in honor of Sgt. 
Nicole Gee, at the Tomb of the Unknown Solider at Arlington 
National Cemetery, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024, in Arlington, Va. 
Associated Press 
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Some Democrats contend 
the measures could create 
hurdles for legal voters, are 
unnecessary and lead peo- 
ple to believe the problem of 
noncitizens voting is bigger 
than it really is. 
What does the law say? 
A 1996 U.S. law makes it il- 
legal for noncitizens to vote 
in elections for president or 
members of Congress. Viola- 
tors can be fined and impris- 
oned for up to a year. They 
can also be deported. 
When people register to 
vote, they confirm under 
penalty of perjury that they 
are U.S. citizens. Federal law 
requires states to regularly 
maintain their voter rolls and 
remove anyone who is ineli- 
gible, a process that could 
identify immigrants living in 
the country illegally. 
No state constitutions explic- 
itly allow noncitizens to vote, 
and many states have laws 
that prohibit noncitizens from 
voting for state offices such 
as governor or attorney gen- 
eral. But some municipali- 
ties in California, Maryland 
and Vermont, as well as the 
District of Columbia, do al- 
low voting by noncitizens in 
some local elections such 
as for school board and city 
council. 
What does the data say? 
Voting by noncitizens is rare. 
Yet Republican officials have 
highlighted voter registration 
reviews that turned up po- 
tential noncitizens. 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, a 
Republican, said this past 
week that more than 6,500 
potential noncitizens have 
been removed from Texas 
voter rolls since 2021, includ- 
ing 1,930 with "a voter history" 
who have been referred for 
investigation by the attorney 
general's office. Texas has 
almost 18 million registered 
voters. 
Ohio Secretary of State Frank 
LaRose, a Republican, said 
in August that he referred for 
potential prosecution 138 
apparent noncitizens found 
to have voted in a recent 
election and 459 more who 
registered but did not vote. 
Those figures were higher 
than reviews from previous 
years but a small fraction of 
the more than 8 million reg- 
istered voters in Ohio. 


Alabama Secretary of State 
Wes Allen, a Republican, 
recently announced that 
3,251 
people 
previously 
identified as noncitizens by 
the federal government are 
being switched to inactive 
status on the state's voter 
registration rolls. They will 
be required to provide proof 
of citizenship and fill out a 
form to vote in November. 
Alabama has more than 3 
million registered voters. 
In 
Georgia, 
Republican 
Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger found that 
1,634 potential noncitizens 
tried to register to vote 
between 1997 and 2022, 
though 
election 
officials 
flagged them and none 
was registered. Georgia reg- 
istered millions of other voters 
during that time. 
Some election administra- 
tion experts have said the 
voter roll reviews show that 
current tools to flag nonciti- 
zen voters are working. 
What do the courts say? 
Arizona provides a case 
study for the long-running 
attempts by Republicans 
to prohibit noncitizen voting. 
Under a 2004 voter-ap- 
proved initiative, Arizona 
required a driver's license, 
birth certificate, passport 
or other similar document 
to approve a federal voter 
registration application. But 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
in 2013 that Arizona cannot 
require documentary proof 


of citizenship for people to 
vote in federal elections. 
The state responded by cre- 
ating two classes of voters. 
For state and local elections, 
voters must provide proof of 
citizenship when they reg- 
ister or have it on file with 
the state. But because that 
cannot be required in presi- 
dential and congressional 
elections, tens of thousands 
of voters who have not pro- 
vided proof of citizenship are 
registered only for federal 
elections. An August order 
by a divided U.S. Supreme 
Court will allow voter regis- 
tration forms submitted with- 
out "documentary proof of 
citizenship" to be rejected 
by Arizona counties while 
litigation over the law con- 
tinues. People will be able to 
register to vote in presiden- 
tial and congressional elec- 
tions using a different federal 
form that requires people to 
swear they are citizens under 
penalty of perjury, without 
requiring proof. 
What's on the ballot? 
Republican-led legislatures in 
eight states have proposed 
constitutional amendments 
on their November ballots 
declaring that only citizens 
can vote. 
Proposals in Iowa, Missouri, 
North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina and Wis- 
consin would replace exist- 
ing constitutional provisions 
stating that "every" citizen or 
"all" citizens can vote with 


new wording saying "only" 
citizens can vote. Supporters 
contend the current word- 
ing does not necessarily bar 
noncitizens from voting. 
In Idaho and Kentucky, the 
proposed 
amendments 
would explicitly state: "No 
person who is not a citizen of 
the United States" can vote. 
Similar wording won approv- 
al from Louisiana voters two 
years ago. 
Voters in North Dakota, Colo- 
rado, Alabama, Florida and 
Ohio passed amendments 
between 2018 and 2022 
restricting voting to "only" 
citizens. 
What else are states doing? 
Although noncitizen voting 
already is prohibited in the 
state constitution, Repub- 
lican Gov. Jeff Landry of 
Louisiana is continuing to 
draw attention to the issue. 
He recently signed an ex- 
ecutive order requiring state 
agencies that provide voter 
registration forms to include 
a written disclaimer that non- 
citizens are prohibited from 
voting. 
In Georgia, Raffensperger 
last week required every 
polling place to post a sign 
in English and Spanish warn- 
ing noncitizens that it is illegal 
to vote. 
Republican Attorney Gen- 
eral Ken Paxton of Texas, 
citing "significant growth of 
the noncitizen population" in 
the state, set up a special 
email account Wednesday 


to report suspected viola- 
tions of election laws. 
In Wisconsin, Republicans 
have filed a pair of similar 
lawsuits in recent weeks that 
challenge the state's proc- 
ess for verifying whether a 
registered voter is a citizen. 
The lawsuits seek court orders 
requiring the elections com- 
mission to perform checks 
to ensure there are no reg- 
istered voters who are non- 
citizens. 
North Carolina Republicans 
have sued the state election 
board, alleging it is not en- 
forcing a new law aimed at 
removing people from voter 
rolls who seek jury duty exclu- 
sions because they are not 
citizens. 
Tennessee's top election of- 
fice sent letters in June ask- 
ing for proof of citizenship 
from more than 14,000 reg- 
istered voters, though those 
who failed to respond will 
not be barred from voting. 
The list was based on data 
from the state Department 
of Safety and Homeland 
Security, which has informa- 
tion about whether residents 
were U.S. citizens when they 
first interacted with that de- 
partment. 
What has Congress done? 
Republicans in Congress are 
pushing a bill, known as the 
Safeguard American Voter 
Eligibility Act, that would 
require proof of citizenship 
to register to vote. During a 
news conference about the 
legislation this year, House 
Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., 
did not provide specific ex- 
amples of noncitizens voting 
but insisted it is a concern. 
"We all know, intuitively, that 
a lot of illegals are voting in 
federal elections," he said, 
"but it's not been something 
that is easily provable." 
The legislation passed the 
Republican-led House in July 
largely along partisan lines 
but has not come to a vote 
in the Democratic-led Sen- 
ate. The Biden administration 
said it is strongly opposed 
and that laws against non- 
citizen voting are working. 
"This bill would do nothing 
to safeguard our elections, 
but it would make it much 
harder for all eligible Ameri- 
cans to register to vote and 
increase the risk that eligible 
voters are purged from voter 
rolls," the White House said in 
a statement.q 


Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks as Republican presidential candidate former 
President Donald Trump listens during a news conference, April 12, 2024, at Mar-a-Lago in Palm 
Beach, Fla. 
Associated Press 
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California lawmakers approve legislation to ban deepfakes, 
protect workers and regulate AI 


By TRÂN NGUYEN 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— California lawmakers ap- 
proved a host of proposals 
this week aiming to regulate 
the artificial intelligence in- 
dustry, combat deepfakes 
and protect workers from 
exploitation by the rapidly 
evolving technology. 
The California Legislature, 
which 
is 
controlled 
by 
Democrats, is voting on 
hundreds of bills during its 
final week of the session to 
send to Gov. Gavin New- 
som's desk. Their deadline is 
Saturday. 
The Democratic governor 
has until Sept. 30 to sign the 
proposals, veto them or let 
them become law without 
his signature. Newsom sig- 
naled in July he will sign a 
proposal to crack down on 
election deepfakes but has 
not weighed in other legis- 
lation. 
He warned earlier this sum- 
mer 
that 
overregulation 
could hurt the homegrown 
industry. In recent years, he 
often has cited the state's 
budget troubles when re- 
jecting legislation that he 
would otherwise support. 
Here is a look at some of 
the AI bills lawmakers ap- 
proved this year. 
Combatting deepfakes 
Citing concerns over how 
AI tools are increasingly 


being used to trick voters 
and generate deepfake 
pornography 
of 
minors, 
California lawmakers ap- 
proved several bills this 
week to crack down on the 
practice. 
Lawmakers approved leg- 
islation to ban deepfakes 
related to elections and 
require large social media 
platforms to remove the 
deceptive 
material 
120 
days before Election Day 
and 60 days thereafter. 
Campaigns also would be 
required to publicly dis- 
close if they're running ads 


with materials altered by AI. 
A pair of proposals would 
make it illegal to use AI tools 
to create images and vid- 
eos of child sexual abuse. 
Current law does not allow 
district attorneys to go after 
people who possess or dis- 
tribute AI-generated child 
sexual abuse images if they 
cannot prove the materials 
are depicting a real per- 
son. 
Tech companies and social 
media platforms would be 
required to provide AI de- 
tection tools to users under 
another proposal. 


Settng safety guardrails 
California could become 
the first state in the na- 
tion to set sweeping safety 
measures on large AI mod- 
els. 
The legislation sent by law- 
makers to the governor's 
desk requires developers to 
start disclosing what data 
they use to train their mod- 
els. The efforts aim to shed 
more light into how AI mod- 
els work and prevent future 
catastrophic disasters. 
Another measure would re- 
quire the state to set safety 
protocols preventing risks 


and algorithmic discrimina- 
tion before agencies could 
enter any contract involv- 
ing AI models used to de- 
fine decisions. 
Protecting workers 
Inspired by the months-long 
Hollywood actors strike last 
year, lawmakers approved 
a proposal to protect work- 
ers, including voice actors 
and audiobook performers, 
from being replaced by 
their AI-generated clones. 
The measure mirrors lan- 
guage in the contract the 
SAG-AFTRA made with stu- 
dios last December. 
State and local agencies 
would be banned from us- 
ing AI to replace workers at 
call centers under one of 
the proposals. 
California also may create 
penalties for digitally clon- 
ing dead people without 
consent of their estates. 
Keeping up with the tech- 
nology 
As corporations increasing- 
ly weave AI into Americans' 
daily lives, state lawmakers 
also passed several bills to 
increase AI literacy. 
One proposal would re- 
quire a state working group 
to consider incorporating 
AI skills into math, science, 
history and social science 
curriculums. Another would 
develop guideline on how 
schools could use AI in the 
classrooms.q 


The California State Capitol in Sacramento, Calif., is seen on Monday, Aug. 5, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Border arrests are expected to rise slightly in 
August but are hovering near 4-year lows 


By ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Arrests 
for illegal border crossings 
from Mexico during August 
are expected to rise slightly 
from July, officials said, pos- 
sibly ending a streak of five 
straight monthly declines 
but the numbers are hover- 
ing near four-year lows. 


Authorities 
made 
about 
54,000 
arrests 
through 
Thursday, which, at the 
current rate, would bring 
the August total to about 
58,000 when the month 
ends Saturday, according 
to two U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection officials. 
They spoke on condition of 
anonymity to discuss infor- 


mation that has not been 
publicly released. 
The tally suggests that ar- 
rests could be bottoming 
out after being halved 
from a record 250,000 in 
December, a decline that 
U.S. officials largely attrib- 
uted to Mexican authori- 
ties 
increasing 
enforce- 
ment within their borders. 
Arrests were more than 
halved again after Demo- 
cratic President Joe Biden 
invoked authority to tem- 
porarily 
suspend 
asylum 
processing in June. Arrests 
plunged to 56,408 in July, 
a nearly four-year low that 
changed little in August. 
Asked about the latest 
numbers, the Homeland 


Security 
Department 
re- 
leased a statement by Sec- 
retary Alejandro Mayorkas 
calling on Congress to sup- 
port failed legislation that 
would 
have 
suspended 
asylum processing when 
crossings reached certain 
thresholds, reshaped how 
asylum claims are decided 
to relieve bottlenecked im- 
migration courts and add- 
ed Border Patrol agents, 
among other things. 
Republicans 
including 
presidential nominee Don- 
ald Trump opposed the bill, 
calling it insufficient. 
"Thanks to action taken by 
the Biden-Harris Adminis- 
tration, the hard work of 
our DHS personnel and 


our partnerships with oth- 
er countries in the region 
and around the world, we 
continue to see the lowest 
number of encounters at 
our Southwest border since 
September 2020," Mayor- 
kas said Saturday. 
The steep drop from last 
year's highs is welcome 
news for the White House 
and the Democrats' White 
House nominee, Vice Presi- 
dent Kamala Harris, despite 
criticism from many im- 
migration advocates that 
asylum restrictions go too 
far and from those favoring 
more enforcement who say 
Biden's new and expanded 
legal paths to entry are far 
too generous.q 


A vehicle drives along the U.S. side of the US-Mexico border wall 
in Nogales, Ariz., June 25, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Large-scale polio vaccinations begin in war-ravaged Gaza after 
first case in 25 years 


By WAFAA SHURAFA and 
SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip 
(AP) — Palestinian health au- 
thorities and United Nations 
agencies on Sunday began 
a large-scale campaign of 
vaccinations against polio 
in the Gaza Strip, hoping to 
prevent an outbreak in the 
territory that has been rav- 
aged by the Israel-Hamas 
war. 
Authorities plan to vaccinate 
children in central Gaza until 
Wednesday before moving 
on to the more devastated 
northern and southern parts 
of the strip. The campaign 
began with a small number 
of vaccinations on Saturday 
and aims to reach about 
640,000 children. 
Gaza's Health Ministry said 
more than 72,600 children 
received vaccines Sunday. 
The World Health Organiza- 
tion has said Israel agreed to 
limited pauses in the fighting 
to facilitate the campaign. 
There were initial reports of 
Israeli strikes in central Gaza 
early Sunday, but it was not 
immediately known if any- 
one was killed or wounded. 
The pause ended Sunday 
afternoon, according to a 
schedule released by Israel. 
Israel has said the vaccina- 
tion program will continue 
through Sept. 9 and last eight 
hours a day. 
Gaza recently reported its 
first polio case in 25 years — 
a 10-month-old boy, now 
paralyzed in a leg. The World 
Health Organization says 


the presence of a paralysis 
case indicates there could 
be hundreds more who have 
been infected but aren't 
showing symptoms. 
Most people who have po- 
lio do not experience symp- 
toms, and those who do usu- 
ally recover in a week or so. 
But there is no cure, and 
when polio causes paraly- 
sis, it is usually permanent. If 
the paralysis affects breath- 
ing muscles, the disease can 
be fatal. 
The vaccination campaign 
faces challenges, from on- 
going fighting to devastat- 
ed roads and hospitals shut 
down by the war. Around 
90% of Gaza's population 
of 2.3 million people have 


been displaced within the 
besieged 
territory, 
with 
hundreds 
of 
thousands 
crammed into squalid tent 
camps. 
Health officials have ex- 
pressed alarm about dis- 
ease outbreaks as uncol- 
lected garbage has piled 
up and the bombing of 
critical infrastructure has 
sent putrid water flowing 
through the streets. Polio is 
spread through fecal matter. 
Widespread hunger has left 
people even more vulner- 
able to illness. 
"We escaped death with 
our children, and fled from 
place to place for the sake 
of our children, and now we 
have these diseases," said 


Wafaa Obaid, who brought 
her three children to the Al- 
Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir 
al-Balah to get the vaccina- 
tions. 
Ammar Ammar, a spokes- 
person for the U.N. children's 
agency, said it hopes both 
parties adhere to a tem- 
porary truce in designated 
areas to enable families to 
reach health facilities. 
"This is a first step," he told The 
Associated Press. "But there 
is no alternative to a cease- 
fire because it's not only po- 
lio that threatens children in 
Gaza, but also other factors, 
including malnutrition and 
the inhuman conditions they 
are living in." 
The vaccinations will be ad- 


ministered at roughly 160 sites 
across the territory, including 
medical centers and schools. 
Children under 10 will receive 
two drops of oral polio vac- 
cine in two rounds, the sec- 
ond to be administered four 
weeks after the first. 
Israel allowed around 1.3 
million doses to be brought 
into the territory last month, 
which are now being held 
in refrigerated storage in a 
warehouse in Deir al-Balah. 
Another shipment of 400,000 
doses is set to be delivered 
to Gaza soon. 
The polio virus that triggered 
this latest outbreak is a mu- 
tated virus from an oral polio 
vaccine. The oral polio vac- 
cine contains weakened live 
virus and in very rare cases, 
that virus is shed by those 
who are vaccinated and 
can evolve into a new form 
capable of starting new epi- 
demics. 
The war in Gaza began 
when Hamas-led militants 
stormed into Israel on Oct. 
7, killing some 1,200 people, 
mostly civilians, and abduct- 
ing around 250 hostages. 
Around 100 remain in cap- 
tivity, about a third of whom 
are believed to be dead. 
Israel's retaliatory offensive 
has killed over 40,000 Pal- 
estinians, according to the 
Health Ministry, which does 
not say whether those killed 
were fighters or civilians. The 
war has caused vast destruc- 
tion across the territory, with 
entire neighborhoods wiped 
out and critical infrastructure 
heavily damaged.q 


A health worker administers a polio vaccine to a child at a hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza 
Strip, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Mexico offers escorted rides north from 
southern Mexico for migrants with U.S. 
asylum appointments 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexico 
will offer escorted bus rides 
from southern Mexico to the 
U.S. border for non-Mexican 
migrants who have received 
a United States asylum ap- 
pointment, the government 
announced Saturday. 
The National Immigration 
Institute said the buses will 
leave from the southern cit- 
ies of Villahermosa and Ta- 
pachula. It appeared to be 
an attempt to make apply- 
ing for asylum appointments 


from southern Mexico more 
attractive to migrants who 
otherwise would push north 
to Mexico City or the border. 
The announcement came a 
week after the U.S. govern- 
ment expanded access to 
the CBP One application to 
southern Mexico. Access to 
the app, which allows asy- 
lum seekers to register and 
await an appointment, had 
previously been restricted to 
central and northern Mexico. 
The Mexican government 


wants more migrants to 
wait in southern Mexico far- 
ther from the U.S. border. 
Migrants typically complain 
there is little work available 
in southern Mexico for a wait 
that can last months. Many 
carry debts for their trip and 
feel pressure to work. 
The migrants who avail them- 
selves of the buses will also re- 
ceive a 20-day transit permit 
allowing them legal passage 
across Mexico, the institute's 
statement said. 


Previously, Mexican authori- 
ties said they would respect 
migrants who showed that 
they had a scheduled asylum 
appointment at the border, 


but some migrants reported 
being swept up at check- 
points and shipped back 
south, forced to miss their 
appointments.q 


Migrants walk along the highway through Suchiate, Chiapas 
state in southern Mexico, July 21, 2024, during their journey 
north toward the U.S. border. 
Associated Press 
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Chinese and Philippine vessels collide at a disputed atoll and 
governments trade accusations 


By CHRISTOPHER BODEEN 
Associated Press 
TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — China 
and the Philippines accused 
each other of causing a 
collision between their two 
vessels Saturday in the latest 
flareup of tensions over dis- 
puted waters and maritime 
features in the South China 
Sea. 
In a statement posted on 
social media, Chinese coast 
guard spokesperson Liu De- 
jun was quoted as saying 
that a Philippine ship ma- 
neuvered and "deliberate- 
ly collided" with a Chinese 
coast guard ship "in an un- 
professional and dangerous 
manner." 
Philippine officials in Manila 
said it was their coast guard 
ship, the BRP Teresa Mag- 
banua, that was rammed 
thrice by the Chinese coast 
guard without any provoca- 
tion, causing damage to the 
Philippine vessel. 
It was the second confron- 
tation in days near Sabina 
Shoal, about 140 kilometers 
(85 miles) west of the Philip- 
pine province of Palawan, 
in the internationally recog- 
nized exclusive economic 
zone of the Philippines. 
The Philippine ship, the Mag- 
banua, has been anchored 
in Sabina since mid-April after 
Manila suspected that China 
may construct a structure to 
seize the uninhabited atoll. 
China harbored the same 
suspicions and recently filed 
a diplomatic protest against 
the Philippines due to the 


ship's prolonged presence 
at the shoal. 
China is rapidly expanding 
its military and has become 
increasingly assertive in pur- 
suing its claim to virtually 
the entire South China Sea, 
which is crucial to interna- 
tional trade. 
The tensions have led to 
more frequent confronta- 
tions, primarily with the Phil- 
ippines, and could drag in 
with the United States, which 
is bound by a treaty to de- 
fend the Philippines. The 
longtime territorial disputes 
also involve other claimants 
including Vietnam, Taiwan, 
Malaysia and Brunei. 
China has rejected a ruling 
by a U.N.-backed arbitration 
panel that negated almost 


all of its historically based 
claims in the South China 
Sea. 
Commodore Jay Tarriela of 
the Philippine coast guard 
said in a news briefing in Ma- 
nila that the Magbanua had 
dropped its anchor again 
and would not withdraw 
from Sabina Shoal "despite 
the harassment, bullying ac- 
tivities and escalatory action 
of the Chinese coast guard." 
Video released by the Philip- 
pine coast guard appeared 
to show the Magbanua be- 
ing rammed by a Chinese 
coast guard ship. 
The 
United 
States 
con- 
demned "the multiple dan- 
gerous violations of inter- 
national law by the PRC 
(People's Republic of China), 


including today's intentional 
ramming of the BRP Teresa 
Magbanua while it was con- 
ducting lawful operations 
within the Philippines' Exclu- 
sive Economic Zone." 
"We stand with the Philip- 
pines in upholding interna- 
tional law," U.S. Ambassador 
to Manila MaryKay Carlson 
said in a statement she post- 
ed on X. 
The United States has repeat- 
edly warned that it's obligat- 
ed to defend the Philippines 
if Filipino forces come under 
an armed attack in the South 
China Sea. 
On Tuesday, Adm. Samuel 
Paparo, the head of U.S. In- 
do-Pacific Command, said 
the U.S. military is open to 
consultations about escort- 


ing Philippine ships in the 
disputed waters. 
China's coast guard, navy 
and accompanying ships 
regularly clash with Philip- 
pine vessels during attempts 
to resupply Filipino sailors sta- 
tioned in parts of the South 
China Sea claimed by both 
countries. As the confronta- 
tions become increasingly 
hostile, resulting in injuries to 
Filipino sailors and damage 
to their ships, the Philippine 
government has faced ques- 
tions about invoking the trea- 
ty alliance with Washington. 
Sabina Shoal is near Sec- 
ond Thomas Shoal, another 
flashpoint where China has 
hampered the resupply of 
Philippine forces. Both coun- 
tries reached an agreement 
last month to prevent further 
confrontations at the shoal. 
Also Saturday, Japan lodged 
a formal protest via China's 
embassy against what it 
called an incursion by a 
Chinese survey ship into its 
territorial waters. The latest 
such incident fueled unease 
among Japanese defense 
officials, already concerned 
about the growing military 
cooperation between the 
Chinese and Russian air 
forces. 
On Monday, Tokyo also pro- 
tested a Chinese military 
aircraft briefly entering Ja- 
pan's southwestern airspace. 
Chinese 
foreign 
ministry 
spokesperson Lin Jian said 
on Tuesday his country had 
"no intention" to violate any 
country's airspace.q 


In this image taken from handout video provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, a Chinese Coast 
Guard ship with bow number 5205, right, collides with Philippine Coast Guard vessel BRP Teresa 
Magbanua near the Sabina Shoal at the disputed South China Sea on Saturday Aug. 31, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Robot waiters in Kenya create a buzz. But there are 
concerns about what it means for human labor 


By DESMOND TIRO and EV- 
ELYNE MUSAMBI 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Chil- 


dren giggle as young people 
flash their smartphones to 
film robots carrying plates 
of freshly prepared meals 


on their inbuilt trays to deliver 
to diners in a busy eatery in 
Kenya's capital. 
Nairobi has a vibrant tech 
industry with various startups 
and innovations in operation 
and has positioned itself as 
a tech hub in the East Afri- 
can region bearing the nick- 
name The Silicone Savanna. 
This is the Robot Cafe, be- 
lieved to be the first of its 
kind in Nairobi and East 
Africa, where three robots 
glide among human waiters 
serving food to mesmerized 
customers. 
These preprogrammed ro- 


bots were acquired for en- 
tertainment. Cafe owner 
Mohammed Abbas says he 
experienced robot service in 
Asian and European coun- 
tries and decided to invest 
in them. 
"It was very expensive to im- 
port the robots," he says, but 
adds that the investment has 
borne fruit, because the res- 
taurant is "often busy with cu- 
rious customers" who come 
to experience robot service. 
One 
customer, 
Packson 
Chege, picks up a plate of 
fries from the robot tray as his 
friend films the experience 


across the table. 
"I can say it is something 
unique because here in our 
country Kenya, I have never 
seen a restaurant like this 
one so I think for me, it is a 
good idea from the owner 
of this restaurant," he said. 
The three robots, which are 
named Claire, R24 and Na- 
dia, aren't programmed to 
have a full conversation 
with customers, but they 
can say "Your order is ready, 
Welcome" and then people 
have to press an exit button 
after picking up their food 
from the tray.q 


Robotic waiter serves customers at a Robot Cafe in Nairobi, 
Kenya Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Visit the island’s hidden 
natural pools 


(Oranjestad)—Amongst 
the countless beaches sur- 
rounding the island that are 
well-known and frequently 
visited, there are an addi- 
tional two “hidden” natural 
pools that are situated in 
the northern coast of the 
island, two ideal stops in 
your tour itinerary. 


Conchi (Natural Pool) 
For many years, Conchi 
was the only natural pool 
that we had on the island. 
Located in the Arikok Na- 
tional Park, near Boca Keto 
and the Daimari Ranch, 
Conchi—also known “Cura 
di Turtuga (Turtle’s Cove) or 
just Natural Pool—is reach- 
able with any 4x4 vehicle 
or by foot if you’re up for a 
long hike. However, since it 
is part of the National Park, 
you must first get permis- 
sion from park manage- 
ment to enter. You would 
have to purchase a day 
pass, and receive a wrist- 
band as proof of payment. 
Once you’ve completed 
that, you are set! 
If you decide to hike from 
the entrance of the Arikok 
National Park, this is also 
possible: do bring plenty 
of protective clothing and 
enough water and food—it 
could take you up to three 
hours to hike there! 
However, when you even- 
tually do get there, you 
will be greeted with crystal 
blue water surrounded by 
a natural rock formation 
that protects you from the 


wild waves on the other 
side. Though the pool is lo- 
cated on the northern side 
of the island (where the sea 
is largely rough and largely 
no suitable for swimming), 
the pool itself is very calm. 
It’s also relatively deep, 
and you can climb up the 
rocks and jump in! 


Cave Pool 
This relatively new pool ap- 
peared just a few years 
ago, when a part of the 
dried up coral floor broke 
off and created a partition 
between the ocean and 
what is now the natural 
pool that is hidden there. 
Because it’s still so new, 
there is no official name for 
it, but most people just call 
it the cave pool. 
Just like the Conchi, the 
new natural pool is situated 
on the northern coast of 
Aruba. However, this pool is 
much easier to reach with 
any type of vehicle, and 
there is no hiking needed. 
This spot has also become 
a regular stop for touring 
visitors. 
When you get there, may- 
be you won’t be able to 
spot the pool immediately, 
because you will probably 
notice the moon-shaped 
lagoon where wild north- 
ern waves crash into each 
other. Sounds scary, but 
if you look down on your 
right, you’ll see a calm, 
crystal blue little pool in the 
corner. To get there, you 
have to climb down some 
stairs. 
Be 
careful 
when 
climbing down and follow 
the instructions of your tour 
guide if you have one. 
And just like Conchi, this 
pool also has a jumping 
spot, and a rope to climb 
back up the boulder. q 


Picture of cave pool is cred- 
ited to RockaBeach Tours 


Papiamento words and phrases you may want to know! 


(Oranjestad)—Aruba is a melt- 
ing pot of different nationali- 
ties, cultures and languages. 
Primarily for this reason, the 
average Aruban can un- 
derstand and speak Dutch, 
English and Spanish relatively 
well. However, as much as 
we pride ourselves in being 
able to communicate with 
almost everyone, we cherish 
our native tongue Papiamento 
above all else. Want to learn 
some common words in our 
language? Here are a few 
basic words and phrases that 
can get you a hat tip from 
an Aruban. 


When you arrive at the air- 
port in Aruba, one of the first 
words in Papiamento you may 
encounter is “Bon bini.” Bon 
bini in Papiamento means 
welcome, and is probably 
the most famous Papiamento 
word for tourists. 


Hi! Bye! 
To be fair, there is no unique 
way to say “hello” in Papia- 
mento. At least, not officially. 
We often just use the English 
“hello” or “hey”, or Dutch “hal- 
lo” to greet someone. We do 
however, always follow it up 
with “con bay?” or “con ta?” 
Con bay is a shortened ver- 
sion of “con ta bay?”, which 
essentially means “how are 


you?” The word “con” in Pa- 
piamento means “how?” and 
is pronounced with a rounder 
“o” sounds, like in the English 
word “cone”. “Ta bay” refers 
to how you are doing. When 
we say goodbye, we use the 
word “ayo” (not like the Ayo 
Rock Formation, but also… 
kinda?). We may also use 
“te oro”, which means “see 
you later”. 


Greetings during the day 
Most, if not all, languages 
have different ways to greet 
according to the time of day, 
and Papiamento is no dif- 
ferent. Since Papiamento is 
heavily influences from Por- 
tuguese and Spanish, some 
of these phrases may look 
very familiar. 
1. Bon dia is used in the morn- 
ing, up to about noon. Bon dia 
essentially means good morn- 
ing. The word “bon” means 
“good”, and while “dia” does 
not directly mean “morning” 
in English, it is used often to 
refer to the morning time. 
2. Bon tardi. In the afternoon 
to early evening hours, we use 
“bon tardi” to greet people, 
which means “good after- 
noon”. “Tardi” actually comes 
from the word “atardi”, which 
directly translates to “after- 
noon”. However, the short- 
ened “tardi” is used to keep 


the rhythm on the phrase. And 
the same could be said for 
our last greeting of the day. 
3. Bon nochi. You guessed it, 
“bon nochi” means “good 
night”. Just like “tardi”, “no- 
chi” is actually the shortened 
version of the word “anochi”. 
Yes…no…maybe? 
The affirmative and negative 
expression is very simple in 
Papiamento. Just like Spanish, 
our yeses are “si” and our no’s 
are “no”. Pretty easy right? If 
you want to gain some extra 
points from younger locals, 
you can also say “se”, which 
is a more casual affirmative 
used mostly by the younger 
generation. However, do 
note: some older genera- 
tions may find this improper 
and not respectful, so keep 
that in mind. 


Thanks man… 
Lastly, a word that we can 
also say more often is “danki”, 
which means literally “thank 
you”. “Danki” is derived from 
the Dutch word “bedankt”. 
Though we don’t really have 
a translation for “I appreci- 
ate it” in English, we do use 
“masha danki” to convey the 
message. “Masha” means 
“a lot” or “very”, so “masha 
danki” means “thank you very 
much”.q 


of Aruba's gastronomy is evident, 
but also the effort to highlight lo- 
cal suppliers. From microgreens, 
fruits, and vegetables to quail 
and ceramic plates, everything 
combines perfectly to showcase 
the island's rich cultural and gas- 
tronomic heritage. 


Infini offers an 8-course menu 
that celebrates the wealth of 
flavors and culinary techniques 
of Aruba. Every four months, the 
menu is renewed, ensuring there 
is always something new and 
exciting to discover. This month, 
they launched their new Impres- 
sions menu, designed by Chef 
Urvin Croes and his team, which 
promises a unique culinary jour- 
ney: 
•	 
Pasa Palo di Lechuga: Tar- 
talette, Taco, Croquette 
•	 
Flor di Lama: Kingfish, Smoked 
Eel, Kaffir, Anchovies, Yellow 
Beets 
•	 
Coral: Scallops, Carrots, Soy, 
Arugula, Kimchi, Banana di 
Rif 
•	 
Mondi: Mushroom Pate, King 
Oyster, Maitake, Blackber- 
ries, Watercress 
•	 
Codorniz: Peking Quail, Lau 
Gan Ma, Pak Soy, XO, Cu- 
cumbers, Fried Rice 
•	 
Beef Creole: CAB Angus, 


Sunchoke, Brussels Sprouts, 
Creole 
•	 
Hofi Fruta: Rhubarb, Water- 
melon, Basil, Ricotta 
•	 
Bolo Pretu y Wortel: Carrots, 
Walnut, 
Cream 
Cheese, 
Black Cake 


The Impressions menu at Infini is 
offered at the exclusive chef's ta- 
ble, with only 21 seats available, 
guaranteeing an intimate and 
personalized dining experience. 
You can reserve your seat and 
be part of Aruba's culinary excel- 
lence by calling +297 6993982.q 
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An 8-Course Culinary Journey in Aruba 


It all begins on the beautiful island of Aruba, where diners are invited 
at 6:30 pm. Upon arrival, they are warmly welcomed to Infini's garden, 
an open space with a stunning view of the sea and sunset. Here, they 
receive their first champagne and the first course, served at the table 
by the chef and his kitchen team. In addition to welcoming them, they 
explain in detail what the dish is about, what inspired it, and which lo- 
cal products are highlighted. Once the first course is over and the sun 
has set into the waves of the sea, guests are invited inside. 


When diners enter Infini, they are about to embark on an unparalleled 
culinary journey. The space exudes sophistication, with the kitchen at 
the center and the tables arranged around it, creating an intimate 
atmosphere. The lighting adds a romantic touch, even if you are din- 
ing alone. The sommelier serves the start of the wine pairing, explaining 
the details of each wine, its origin, and the focus in relation to the sec- 
ond course, which is again served by each chef at the table. This is just 
the beginning of a great culinary experience where not only the talent 


Enjoy one of the best views on Aruba at the top of the Hooiberg Hill 


(Oranjestad)—If you are a regu- 
lar hiker, or maybe want to spice 
up your morning work out session, 
then you might enjoy one of the 
most popular climbing sites on the 
island: The Hooiberg Hill. Accom- 
panied with a 600-step staircase, 
this hill overlooks a great part of 
the island, the Caribbean sea, and 
sometimes even the Santa Anna 
mountain located in the coastal 
state of Falcon in Venezuela, pro- 
viding one of the best views you 
can get on Aruba. 


located at the center district of the 
island, Santa Cruz, the Hooiberg 
Hill is the second highest point on 
the island at 165 meters above sea 
level (or about 540 feet above sea 
level). The highest point is Jamano- 


ta Hill at 189 meters (620 feet), lo- 
cated in the Arikok National Park. 
The staircase that run on the side of 
the hill was first built in 1951, when 
Mr. Eduardo Tromp constructed it. 
At that time, the staircase consist- 
ed of 900 steps. Over time, as the 
steps faced erosion, the govern- 
ment decided to renovate these 
stairs in 1991. This new project de- 
livered the newer staircase with 
only 587 steps. However, don’t be 
fooled—it may still be a work out to 
get on top. In addition, there is now 
a gazebo placed halfway up the 
stair for a little rest. The view at this 
resting stop is also a sight to see. 


The best time to climb the hill would 
be early in the morning or right be- 
fore sunset, as it may not be as hot. 
However, the hill is of course open 
all day, every day.q 
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Adriaan Laclé 
One of Aruba’s richest men in the twentieth century 


(Oranjestad)—The name Adriaan Laclé 
may ring a bell to locals as one of the big- 
ger roads on the island, but about a cen- 
tury ago, Adriaan Laclé was a rich busi- 
nessman, well-known for his generosity, 
wealth, and taste. 


Adriaan was born in 1866 and was the 
eldest of six children. Not much is known 
about his childhood upbringing or any 
of his earlier business ordeals, but during 
his hay day he often helped people get 
loans, was a well-established trader, and 
owned several plots of land. In fact, he 
commissioned the construction of the fa- 
mous La Quinta Carmen manor—now a 
restaurant. Though he himself never lived 
in the beautiful manor, his own house also 
reflected his success and good taste. To- 
day his house still stands in good condition 
and can be found in the back streets of 
main street Oranjestad. 


Regarding his personal life, it has been 
said that he was married twice during his 
lifetime. He had his first daughter during his 
first marriage but lost his wife soon after her 
birth. During his second marriage, he fa- 
thered 16 children. However, it has been 
said that only 11 of those 17 made it past 
18 years of age. Perhaps two of his most 
well-known daughters are Maria Monica 
Laclé and Maria Veneranda Laclé, who 
went on to marry successful brothers Eloy 
Arends and Maximilian Arends, respec- 
tively. Their houses are still standing; Eloy 
and Maria Monica’s mansion functions as 
a townhall, used to host civil marriages, 
while Maximilian and Maria Veneranda’s 
house stands on the opposite side of the 
road to them—though currently under 
renovation after years left in ruin. q 


Source: De Kolibrie op de Rots (en meer over 
de geschiedenis van Aruba) by Evert Bongers. 


The legend of the Kibrahacha tree 


(Oranjestad)—The Kibraha- 
cha is a famous tree known 
locally for its bright, yellow 
flowers that blooms for just 
three days. Scientifically 
known as Tabebuia billbergii, 
and in English as the Yellow 
Poui, this tree is native to the 
Caribbean islands of Aruba, 
Bonaire and Curacao, and is 
considered among locals as 
one of the most spectacu- 
lar trees on the island. But 
did you also know that the 
beautiful yellow flowers have 
a story behind them? 


The 
Kibrahacha 
is 
said 
to have extremely hard 
wood—so hard that it can 
break an axe. In fact, that’s 
what its name means in Pa- 
piamento: “kibra” (break) 
“hacha” (axe). The flow- 
ers bloom around April and 
May, but this only last for 
about three days, as the 
flowers start to fall off and 
the tree starts growing its 
green leaves. The Kibraha- 
cha is especially particular, 
as it’s the only one among 
its neighboring trees to starts 
blooming first. 


The legend of the Kibraha- 
cha 
Written by Hubert (Lio Booi) 


One day Aterima, who lived 
west of the hill Sero War- 
awara, woke up one day to 
find her father sleeping in his 
hammock, suffering a bout 
of terrible fever. Her mother 
was very worried, and as 
was the custom in the olden 
days, asked Aterima to go 
fetch Kudawecha, who was 
a epistemophile, to come 
see his father. 
Aterima wasted to time and 
went to go fetch Kudawe- 
cha. Upon telling Kudawe- 


cha that her father was sick, 
he immediately accompa- 
nied Aretima back to her 
hut, where he encountered 
her father in a bad state. Not 
willing to waste any time, he 
told Aretima that the only 
thing that can cure her fa- 
ther is a home-made potion 
made out of the Kibrahacha 
flower. At the time the Kibra- 
hacha was not yet in her 
blooming season, but the 
stubborn Kudawecha was 
determined to bring back 
Aretima’s father back to 
health, and so off they went 
to the nearest Kibrahacha 
tree. 


When they arrived at the 
tree, they saw that it was 
covered head to toe in 
thorns, with only a few 
closed flowers at the very 
top. Kudawecha, experi- 
enced veteran in all things 
Aruban flora and fauna, told 
Aretima to start plucking the 
thorns of the tree to climb 
to the top where the flow- 
ers are. Aretima, just as de- 
termined to save her father, 
didn’t hesitate to start. 


To her surprise, every time 
she plucked a thorn of the 
tree, a bright, yellow flower 
bloomed in its place. The 
thorns were hard to pluck 
out, but Aretima continued 
plucking with enthusiasm 
and wonder at the unfold- 
ing sight before her. Not too 
long after she was able to 
fill her entire satchel with the 
yellow flowers. Kudawecha, 
satisfied to see Aretima so 
happy and encouraged 
to help her father, took her 
back to her hut. 


Upon arriving back at the 
hut, Aretima’s mother quick- 
ly made a tea out of the 


flowers and gave it to her 
sick husband. Miraculously, 
after just one sip of the tea, 
the father’s fever left his 
body immediately, and he 
opened eyes and sprung up 
feeling new. 


The next morning, they all 
visited the same Kibraha- 
cha tree that saved the life 
of Aretima’s father and they 
saw another miracle. The 
tree was covered again in 
the same bright, yellow flow- 
ers, with not a thorn in sight. 
And as the legend goes, 
from that day on, the Kibra- 
hacha tree no longer pro- 
duced any more thorns.q 


LOCAL 
Monday 2 SepteMber 2024 
A10 


Visit the island’s popular cave sites! 


(Oranjestad)—Among the 
endless sea of dark brown 
sand and cacti, there are 
two caves hidden in the 
outskirts of San Nicolas, in 
the north-eastern area of 
the island. These caves, 
The Quadiriki cave and The 
Fontein Cave are open to 
visitors of the Arikok Na- 
tional Park, so if you ever 
decide to take an “off- 
road” tour in the park, be 
sure to visit these prehis- 
toric caves…and be sure to 
bring a flashlight! 


Quadirikiri Cave 
Known for its two cham- 
bers accompanied by a 
skylight, the Quadikiri Cave 
is the most popular cave 
among locals and tourists, 
as it is easy to walk through 
and provides great lighting 
for pictures. 


As with all prehistoric or an- 
cient sites, there is always 
a folk legend that adds to 
the lore and mystery of the 
site. The Quadirikiri cave 
is no different. The most 
well-known legend behind 
the cave could be consid- 
ered as Aruba’s first love 
story, as it tells the tale of 
the undying love between 
the chief’s daughter and 
her beloved. As legend 
would have it, the chief 
disapproved of his daugh- 
ter’s choice of lover, as 
he thought him unworthy. 
Stubborn and filled with an- 
ger, the daughter refused 
to turn away her beloved. 


So, the chief decided to 
lock her up in the Quadirikiri 


Cave, in hopes that she 
would soon calm down 
and turn away her lover. 
Her beloved, in turn, was 
locked away in the Tunnel 
of Love (Now known as the 
Huliba Cave). 


Through the pathways un- 
derneath the Tunnel of 
Love running up to the 
Quadiriki cave, the two 
love bird found each other, 
and refused to let each 
other go. Because of their 
stubbornness, 
they 
both 
died in the Quadiriki Cave, 
their ascending spirits burn- 
ing two holes in the ceiling 
of the cave. This is why the 
cave has two holes through 
which 
sunlight 
passes 
through to illuminate the 
chamber. 


Though there have been 
discoveries of Amerindian 
drawing on the wall, these 
have mostly been ruined 
by 
vandalism. 
However, 
the Fontein Cave further 
up north, provides a better 
glimpse in prehistoric Amer- 
indian paintings. 


Fontein Cave 
Longer than the Quadirikiri 
Cave, the Fontein Cave 
contains 
pathways 
that 
stretch to the limestone 
walls further down. Here 
is also where prehistoric 
drawings can be seen. 
Though this cave does not 
have its own legend, this 
was speculated to have 
been 
occupied—or 
at 
least used by prehistoric Ar- 
awak settlers on the island 
for rituals and other spiritual 


ceremonies. 


The Huliba Cave/ Tunnel of 
Love 
The Huliba Cave, formerly 
known as the Tunnel of 
Love, was once open to 
the public, and was the 
biggest and most acces- 
sible of all three caves. This 
cave had five chambers, 
including one that is heart- 
shaped. This cave had nar- 
row stairs that led to long 
pathways deep into the 
cave, with a staircase lead- 
ing to the exit on the other 
side. In one of the cham- 
bers, there used to be the 
carving of the Virgin Mary, 
put there for the protection 
of the cave. 


However, the Huliba Cave 
has 
been 
permanently 
closed for a few years now, 
as a way to preserve the 
bat population that lives 
in the cave. These Long 
Tongue Fruit Bats and In- 
sect Eater Bats are very im- 
portant to the ecosystem of 
the island. Though this cave 
is no longer accessible to 
the public, it surely is inter- 
esting to learn more about 
the history of these caves 
and the Awarak tribes that 
resided or utilized them. 


Do note that these caves 
are very dark, humid, hot, 
and are inhabited by bats. 
Do 
wear 
comfortable 
clothing and shoes, as the 
pathways in these caves 
may be rough and bumpy, 
and don’t forget to bring a 
flashlight!q 


Note to visitors: 
Due to heavy rainfall in the past few days, Arikok National 
Park has informed that they have closed the Quadirikiri 
Cave until further notice for the safety of visitors. 


Fontein remains open from 9am to 4pm. 


LOCAL A11 
Monday 2 SepteMber 2024 


Unique fauna of Aruba 


For a small island, Aruba sure has 
a lot of unique treasures. Among 
these, we have some subspecies 
of animals that are unique to our 
island. These have evolved to per- 
fectly adapt to our desert climate 
and make Aruba their home. At the 
same time, they are part of what 
makes Aruba truly one of a kind. 


Cascabel (rattlesnake, Crotalus 
durissus unicolor) 
According to the Arikok National 
Park, Aruba knows two kinds of 
snakes, the Santanero and the 
Cascabel. The cascabel belongs to 
the rattlesnake family. The casca- 
bel is the only venomous snake from 
Aruba. It has a length of 65cm to 
100cm, and is about 4 to 5cm wide. 
Its color varies from light brown to 
grey-brown, and its underbelly is 
white. On its back there are marks 
that are a little darker, in the shape 
of diamonds. 


Its reproduction is oviparous, mean- 
ing the offspring can hatch from 
their eggs just before, during or im- 
mediately after laying. 


The cascabel lives mainly in the 
Arikok National Park. It likes to live 
in dark places, and is thus found hid- 
den among the limestone rocks and 
under stones. As a defense mecha- 
nism, the cascabel uses its rattle as 
a warning, and it is not an aggres- 
sive animal. 


The cascabel feeds on lizards, small 
mammals such as rats and mice. 
It paralyzes or kills its prey with its 
venom, which is injected through 
a bite. The enemies of the casca- 


bel are donkeys, goats, humans 
and cars. Humans are the biggest 
enemy of the cascabel, as they kill 
them and destroy their habitat for 
urbanization. 


Shoco (burrowing owl, Athene cu- 
nicularia arubensis) 
The shoco is a small bird which is sel- 
dom seen. They are active during 
the day but are more active later 
in the day and at night for hunting. 
These owls have very good night vi- 
sion and very good hearing. 
The shoco is the national symbol of 
Aruba. 


The shoco has about 20cm of length, 
and the females are slightly heavier 
than the males. They are light brown 
in color, with many white spots. The 
belly of the Shoco is either white 
or light brown, and the shoco has 
striking yellow eyes. Its beak is yel- 
low/green. Young owls do not have 
white spots and are lighter in color. 
The nest of the shoco is a burrow 
in the ground. If the shoco cannot 
find a burrow, it will dig one in soft 
soil. The shoco lays one or two eggs 
every other day until all the eggs 
are laid – a shoco can lay up to four 
eggs. The first owlets hatch after 
three to four weeks. The shoco owl 
takes care of the owlets for three 
months until they leave the nest. 
Only a few owlets survive. 


The owlrs dig burrows in the ground 
with low grass vegetation. An owl 
can live up to nine years. 


Its defense mechanism is simply to 
fly away or retreat to its burrows. 
They eat mostly insects, mice and 


lizards, and the main threats to their 
survival are boas – an invasive spe- 
cies introduced by humans as pets 
– and humans through destruction 
of their habitat. 


Prikichi 
(parakeet, Aratinga pertinax) 
The Prikichi is the national bird of 
Aruba. On Aruba, Bonaire, and Cu- 
raçao, parakeets can be found, but 
each of the three islands has a dif- 
ferent breed. The Yellow-shouldered 
Amazon parakeet that we have 
on Aruba is also found along the 
coast of Venezuela. Unfortunately, 
there is interbreeding between the 
breeds due to cage birds from, for 
example, Curaçao being released 
on Aruba. The parakeet popula- 
tion on Aruba is in danger due to 
extensive deforestation occurring 
on the island because of the grow- 
ing population. 


The prikichi weighs between 90 to 
100 grams. It has a greenish-brown 
head with some yellow around the 
eye. The back and wings of the 
parakeet are dark green, and the 
underside of the body is a lighter 
shade of green. There is also a bit 
of blue in the wings. The parakeet's 
beak is gray/black. 


Parakeets often use termite nests as 
breeding sites. Parakeets are found 
in all natural environments (mondi) 
of the island. It defends itself by fly- 
ing away and loud cries. Parakeets 
eat seeds from the pods of the Kwihi 
tree, Divi Divi, and columnar cactus. 
They also consume natural fruits. Its 
main predators are boa constric- 
tors, humans. 


Conew (cottontail rabbit, Sylvila- 
gus floridanus nigronuchalis) 
The Eastern Cottontail rabbit (Syl- 
vilagus floridanus) was probably 
brought over to the island by In- 
dian settlers thousands of years 
ago as a source of food. This rab- 
bit, locally known as Conew, has 
spread all over the island and has 
become part of our ecosystem. The 
very adaptable Conew can live in 


a wide variety of habitats, includ- 
ing Aruba’s xeric scrublands, where 
it typically grazes on weeds and 
grasses. 


The Aruban Conew has a brownish 
grey color and a distinctive white 
belly. This white fur extends to the 
bottom of the tail which becomes 
visible as the rabbit runs. These rab- 
bits can grow up to approximately 
40 centimeters in length over their 
short lifespan of 3 years. Cottontail 
rabbits reach reproductive maturi- 
ty when they are just 2 to 3 months 
old. A female rabbit, called a doe, 
finds a suitable nest spot under a 
shrub or rocks and lines it with fur. 
She can have an average of 3 to 4 
litters per year averaging 5 young 
each. The doe only visits her young 
once or twice a day to nurse her 
babies for a period of 2 to 3 weeks. 
The young reach independence at 
4 to 5 weeks. 


The Aruban Conew is an endan- 
gered species and protected by 
Aruban law. The Conew is thought 
to have drastically declined due 
to an increase in human activities, 
habitat fragmentation and preda- 
tion by the invasive Boa constric- 
tor as well as feral cats and dogs. 
However, recently there seem to 
be more rabbit sightings in rural and 
wilderness areas and also in the Na- 
tional Park. This could be linked to a 
recent decline of the invasive Boa 
population after the long period of 
drought. As the Conew can repro- 
duce very quickly, a short break in 
predation pressure can lead to a 
fast increase of rabbits. Sadly, the 
Boas are back on the rise again with 
the truly wet rainy seasons we have 
recently experienced. This could 
cause a new decline in the Conew 
population that was just starting to 
recover. 


These are but a few of Aruba’s 
beautiful inhabitant, which we 
must all contribute to protect. For 
more information, visit https://www. 
arubanationalpark.org/main/flora- 
fauna/ q 
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


Supermarket hours 
Supermarket hours may vary 
depending on where you are 
staying on the island. Gener- 
ally though, most supermar- 
kets are open from 8am to 
9 or 10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 
Since February 2024, Aruba 
has been categorized as the 
safest country in the Carib- 
bean by The Telegraph, and 
many tourist that visit have 
often told us how they feel 
safe to explore the island or 
walk around at night. How- 
ever, rare incidents do oc- 
curs, so keep yourself and 
your belongings safe. 


(Oranjestad)—When traveling 
to another country, especially 
for the first time, it is always 
better to be over-prepared 
than under-prepared. That is 
why we have a list of basicbut 
important information that we 
think may come in handy to 
Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 
Aruba generally operates on 
110V to 127V supply voltage 
and 60Hz. There are also three 
types of outlets used on the 
island: type A with two flat 
prongs; type B with two flat 
and one grounding prong, 
and on occasion, type F 
with two round prong and 
two earth clips on the side. 
However, Type A is most com- 
monly found in homes and 
establishments. 


Drinking water 
The water that flows through 
the sinks of every house, hotels 
and other establishments is 
distilled and perfectly safe to 
drink. Aruba’s drinking water 
exceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water quality, 
so there is no need to buy 
bottled water from the store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: September 03 - 24 2024 


SERVICE 


Answer to previous puzzle 


To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each 
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9 
only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday. 
SUDOKU 


Difficulty: ★★★★★ 
9/1 


©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc. 


King Classic Sudoku 


Difficulty: ★ 
9/2 


©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Paradera : tel.586 8181 
San Nicolas: 
Centro Medico:tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002 


Companies are crafting new ways to grow cocoa, 
and chocolate alternatives, to keep up with demand 


By AMY TAXIN and 
TERRY CHEA 
Associated Press 
WEST SACRAMENTO, Calif. 
(AP) — Climate change is 
stressing rainforests where 
the highly sensitive cocoa 
bean grows, but choco- 
late lovers need not de- 
spair, say companies that 
are researching other ways 
to grow cocoa or develop 
cocoa substitutes. 
Scientists 
and 
entrepre- 
neurs are working on ways 
to make more cocoa that 
stretch well beyond the 
tropics, from Northern Cali- 
fornia to Israel. 
California Cultured, a plant 
cell culture company, is 
growing cocoa from cell 
cultures at a facility in West 
Sacramento, 
California, 
with plans to start selling its 
products next year. It puts 
cocoa bean cells in a vat 
with sugar water so they re- 
produce quickly and reach 
maturity in a week rather 
than the six to eight months 
a traditional harvest takes, 
said Alan Perlstein, the 
company's chief executive. 
The process also no longer 
requires as much water or 
arduous labor. 
"We see just the demand of 
chocolate monstrously out- 
stripping what is going to 
be available," Perlstein said. 
"There's really no other way 
that we see that the world 
could significantly increase 
the supply of cocoa or still 
keep it at affordable levels 
without extensive either en- 
vironmental degradation or 
some significant other cost." 
Cocoa trees grow about 20 
degrees north and south of 
the equator in regions with 
warm weather and abun- 
dant rain, including West 
Africa and South America. 
Climate change is expect- 
ed to dry out the land un- 
der the additional heat. 
So scientists, entrepreneurs 
and chocolate-lovers are 
coming up with ways to 
grow cocoa and make 
the crop more resilient and 
more resistant to pests — as 
well as craft chocolatey- 
tasting cocoa alternatives 
to meet demand. 
The market for chocolate 
is massive with sales in the 
United States surpassing $25 
billion in 2023, according to 


the National Confectioners 
Association. Many entre- 
preneurs are betting on de- 
mand growing faster than 
the supply of cocoa. Com- 
panies are looking at either 
bolstering the supply with 
cell-based cocoa or offer- 
ing alternatives made from 
products ranging from oats 
to carob that are roasted 
and flavored to produce a 
chocolatey taste for chips 
or filling. 
The price of cocoa soared 
earlier this year because 
of demand and troubles 
with the crop in West Africa 
due to plant disease and 
changes in weather. The 
region produces the bulk 
of the world's cocoa. 
"All of this contributes to a 
potential instability in sup- 
ply, so it is attractive to these 
lab-grown or cocoa substi- 
tute companies to think of 
ways to replace that ingre- 
dient that we know of as 


chocolatey-flavored," said 
Carla D. Martin, executive 
director of the Fine Cacao 
and 
Chocolate 
Institute 
and a lecturer in African 
and African American Stud- 
ies at Harvard University. 
The innovation is largely 
driven 
by 
demand 
for 
chocolate in the U.S. and 
Europe, Martin said. While 
three-quarters of the world's 
cocoa is grown in West and 
Central Africa, only 4% is 
consumed there, she said. 
The push to produce cocoa 
indoors in the U.S. comes 
after other products, such 
as chicken meat, have al- 
ready been grown in labs. 
It also comes as supermar- 
ket shelves fill with evolving 
snack options — something 
that developers of cocoa 
alternatives 
say 
shows 
people are ready to try 
what looks and tastes like 
a chocolate chip cookie 
even if the chip contains a 


cocoa substitute. 
They said they also are hop- 
ing to tap into rising con- 
sciousness among consum- 
ers about where their food 
comes from and what it 
takes to grow it, particularly 
the use of child labor in the 
cocoa industry. 
Planet A Foods in Planegg, 
Germany, contends the 
taste of mass market choc- 
olate is derived largely from 
the fermentation and roast- 
ing in making it, not the co- 
coa bean itself. 
The company's founders 
tested out ingredients rang- 
ing from olives to seaweed 
and settled on a mix of oats 
and sunflower seeds as the 
best 
tasting 
chocolate 
alternative, 
said 
Jessica 
Karch, a company spokes- 
person. They called it "Cho- 
Viva" and it can be subbed 
into baked goods, she said. 
"The idea is not to replace 
the high quality, 80% dark 
chocolate, but really to 
have a lot of different prod- 
ucts in the mass market," 
Karch said.q 


Chocolate callets are displayed at the California Cultured office 
in West Sacramento, Calif., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Scottie Scheffler caps off record season with FedEx Cup title and 
$25 million bonus 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
ATLANTA (AP) — Scottie 
Scheffler capped off the 
biggest year in golf in near- 
ly two decades by winning 
the sport's biggest prize. 
Challenged briefly Sunday 
in the Tour Championship, 
Scheffler responded with 
three straight birdies to 
make winning look as inevi- 
table as it has seemed all 
year. He closed with a 4-un- 
der 67 for a four-shot vic- 
tory over Collin Morikawa 
to capture the FedEx Cup 
and its $25 million prize, the 
richest in golf. 
That pushed his season 
earnings, including bonus- 
es, to just under $62.3 mil- 
lion. 
It was the greatest year 
since Tiger Woods won 
eight times in 2006, includ- 
ing six in a row and two 
majors, all while dealing 
with the death of his fa- 
ther. Scheffler's eight wins 
included the Masters, The 
Players Championship, an 
Olympic gold medal and 
the 
Tour 
Championship 
that enabled him to finally 
claim the FedEx Cup. 
His seven PGA Tour titles 
are the most since Woods 
in 2007. 
"We'll look back on 2024 
and it's obviously one of the 
best individual years that a 
player has had for a long 
time," Rory McIlroy said. 
Scheffler took the drama 
out of the final hour — four 


of his wins this year were by 
three shots or more — and 
finally let out a "WOOO!!" 
as he stepped inside to sign 
his card. He hoisted two big 
trophies, the silver FedEx 
Cup and his 4-month-old 
son, Bennett. 
The birth of his first child, 
his bizarre arrest in Lou- 
isville, 
Kentucky, 
before 
the second round of the 
PGA Championship, an- 
other Masters green jacket, 
Olympic gold. This was one 
season not soon to be for- 
gotten by Scheffler or any 
other golf fan. 
"This is a challenging week," 
Scheffler said at the trophy 


ceremony. "I'm exhausted 
right now." 
This was the third straight 
year Scheffler came to 
East Lake as the top seed, 
meaning he started the 
tournament 
at 
10-under 
par with a two-shot lead. 
Two years ago, he lost a six- 
shot lead in the final round 
to McIlroy. 
Scheffler led by at least 
five shots after each round. 
But there was a harrowing 
moment as storm clouds 
began to threaten. He 
made two straight bogeys, 
the second one on a pure 
shank from a bunker on 
the reachable par-4 eighth 


hole. Morikawa made bird- 
ie, and the seven-shot defi- 
cit he faced after two holes 
was down to a mere two 
shots with 10 holes to play. 
And then it was over. 
Scheffler hit 4-iron to 5 feet 
on the par-3 ninth for birdie. 
He hit wedge to 3 feet on 
No. 10 for birdie, and then 
swirled in a 15-foot birdie 
putt on the par-3 11th. 
"He's not going to just start- 
ing making bogeys after 
that," Morikawa said of the 
Scheffler shank. "He's going 
to do the opposite and he's 
going to start hitting golf 
shots. It almost brought his 
focus back in for a half sec- 


ond, and that's something 
you can't teach." 
Just like that, his lead was 
back to five shots. And 
when he holed a 15-foot 
eagle putt on the 14th hole, 
it was a matter of getting to 
the finish line. 
Scheffler referred to the Fe- 
dEx Cup as a season-long 
race being "silly" because 
everything came down to 
the final week at East Lake. 
There was no doubting the 
FedEx Cup got a most ap- 
propriate champion. 
Scheffler only finished out 
of the top 10 three times in 
his 19 starts. He had a pair 
of runner-up finishes to go 
along with seven PGA Tour 
titles. 
"He's the guy to beat every 
single week," Justin Thomas 
said. "I don't think people 
understand how hard that 
is to do, when you're ex- 
pected to win, when you're 
the favorite to win, when 
every single thing you're 
doing is being looked at — 
good and bad — on the 
golf course, and how hard 
it is to get in your own little 
zone and own little world 
and truly just quiet the 
noise." 
Morikawa, the No. 7 seed 
who started the tourna- 
ment 
six 
shots 
behind, 
closed with a 66 and had 
the lowest score of the Tour 
Championship at 22-under 
262. He won $12.5 million 
for finishing second in the 
FedEx Cup.q 


Scottie Scheffler lines up a putt on the third green during the final round of the Tour Championship 
golf tournament, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024, in Atlanta. 
Associated Press 


Angel Reese becomes WNBA’s single-season 
rebounding leader in Sky’s 79-74 loss to Lynx 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Angel 
Reese became the WNBA's 
single-season 
rebounding 
leader with eight games 
left on Sunday in the Chi- 


cago Sky's 79-74 loss to the 
Minnesota Lynx, who got 22 
points from Courtney Wil- 
liams. 
Reese 
finished 
with 
17 


points and 19 rebounds for 
her 24th double-double, a 
league rookie record. She 
has 418 rebounds for an 
average of 13.1 per game, 
with her total surpassing 
Sylvia Fowles' record of 404 
in 2018. The 6-foot-3 Reese 
also broke the record for of- 
fensive rebounds with 165, 
passing Yolanda Griffiths 
(162 in 2001). 
Reese and A'ja Wilson of 
the Las Vegas Aces are the 
only players in the league 
with at least four games of 
15-plus points and 15-plus 
rebounds this season. 
Williams tied a season high 


in scoring for the Lynx. 
Kayla McBride added 17 
points and Napheesa Col- 
lier scored 15 for Minnesota 
(24-9). 
The Lynx, who had their six- 
game win streak snapped 
Friday with a 94-76 loss 
to Dallas, are a league- 
best 8-1 since the Olympic 
break. 
Chicago (11-21) lost its sixth 
straight. The Sky's lead over 
Atlanta for the final playoff 
spot fell to one-half game 
with the Dream set to play 
at the Los Angeles Sparks 
Sunday night. 
Kamilla Cardoso led the 


Sky with a career-high 22 
points on 7-of-11 shooting 
and had nine rebounds. Mi- 
chaela Onyenwere scored 
15 points. 
Collier and Williams each 
scored four points in a 14-4 
opening run and Minneso- 
ta never trailed. 
The Sky went on an 11-2 run 
to open the fourth quarter 
and tied it at 62-all when 
Diamond DeShields made 
a driving layup with 7:41 
to play. Williams answered 
with back-to-back pull-up 
jumpers 24 seconds apart 
to put the Lynx in front for 
good.q 


Chicago Sky's Angel Reese looks to pass during the team's 
WNBA basketball game against the Los Angeles Sparks on 
Thursday, May 30, 2024, in Chicago. 
Associated Press 
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Defending champion Coco Gauff loses in the U.S. Open's fourth 
round to Emma Navarro 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — This is 
pretty much all anyone 
needs to know about de- 
fending champion Coco 
Gauff's 6-3, 4-6, 6-3 loss to 
Emma Navarro in the U.S. 
Open's fourth round on 
Sunday: Gauff wound up 
with more double-faults, 19, 
than winners, 14. 
The No. 3-seeded Gauff 
had won 10 matches in a 
row at Flushing Meadows, 
including the run to her first 
Grand Slam title a year ago. 
Four of those came after 
she dropped the opening 
set — including in the 2023 
final and in her third-round 
victory on Friday — but the 
20-year-old from Florida 
could not complete the 
comeback this time. That's 
despite a mid-match, four- 
game run in which she 
claimed 14 of 17 points to 
steal the second set and 
get off to a good start in 
the third. 
"Had a little bit of a lull 
there," said the 13th-seed- 
ed Navarro, an American 
who was 0-2 at the U.S. 
Open until this year, "but I 
was able to regroup ... and 
come into the third set with 
a fresher mindset." 
After each of her past two 
contests in New York, Gauff 
headed back out onto the 
practice courts to work on 
her serve. That didn't help 
much on Sunday, includ- 
ing a trio of double-faults in 
each of three games — two 
of which she lost, at 1-all in 
the first set and, more signifi- 
cantly, at 1-all in the third. 
Eleven of the double-faults 
came in the final set alone. 
Aside from those issues, 
Gauff finished with a total 
of 60 unforced errors — a 
whopping 29 on her fore- 
hand side, the biggest 
weakness in her game. The 
23-year-old Navarro, who 
also eliminated Gauff in the 
fourth round at Wimbledon 
in July, was far steadier on 
Sunday and had 35 un- 
forced errors. 
"Coco's an amazing player, 
and I have a ton of respect 
for her," said Navarro, a U.S. 
teammate of Gauff's at the 
Paris Olympics, "and I know 
she's going to come back 
and win this thing again 


one year." 
This result follows the surpris- 
ing third-round loss by de- 
fending men's champion 
Novak Djokovic on Friday 
night, meaning the lengthy 
droughts without anyone 
winning consecutive titles 
in New York will continue. 
The last woman to win at 
least two in a row was Ser- 
ena Williams with three from 
2012-14; the last man to do 
so was Roger Federer with 
five from 2004-08. 
The Wimbledon win over 
Gauff earned Navarro, the 
2021 NCAA singles cham- 
pion for the University of Vir- 
ginia, her first appearance 
in a major quarterfinal. Her 
second will come Tuesday 
in New York against No. 26 
Paula Badosa, a 6-1, 6-2 win- 
ner against Wang Yafan. 


Earlier Sunday, with 23-time 
Grand Slam champion Wil- 
liams watching in Arthur 
Ashe Stadium and offering 
a thumbs-up at match's 
end, No. 9 men's seed Grig- 
or Dimitrov held off Andrey 
Rublev 6-3, 7-6 (3), 1-6, 3-6, 
6-3 to get to the quarterfi- 
nals. 
The No. 6-seeded Rublev is 
known for violent displays of 
frustration, and he needed 
medical attention from a 
trainer for a cut on his left 
hand after hitting it against 
his racket in the first set. 
He slapped himself in the 
face during a meltdown in 
the second-set tiebreaker, 
which he led 3-1 before los- 
ing the next six points. 
Dimitrov now faces No. 20 
Frances Tiafoe or No. 28 
Alexei Popyrin, the player 


who stunned Djokovic on 
Friday. 
Also moving on Saturday 
was No. 12 Taylor Fritz, who 
beat three-time Grand Slam 
finalist Casper Ruud 3-6, 6-4, 


6-3, 6-2. Fritz's next opponent 
will either be another Ameri- 
can, Brandon Nakashima, 
or 2020 U.S. Open runner- 
up Alexander Zverev of 
Germany.q 


Coco Gauff, of the United States, reacts after scoring a point 
against Emma Navarro, of the United States, during the fourth 
round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Sunday, Sept. 1, 
in New York. 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 


Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 


late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


